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Tested by Martin Colloms

onus faber’s first Amati, the Homage, joined

the first SF model in this audiophile series, the

musically expressive Guarneri. The later was

a delightful standmounter that became the
benchmark for speakers of this type. The Amati was a
distinctively different speaker. A floorstander model, it
was slim, but of high power and fine bass extension and
boasted a musical ‘singing' midrange.

Priced at about £13,000 a pair in ‘red’ violin lacquer
and £14,000 in mirror-gloss, graphite-tinted walnut, the
new Amati is radically different to the old model in all
but essential form and size. It promises rather greater
performance, but not at a greatly increased price.

STRADIVARI SPIN-OFF
So much original research went into the Stradivari that

a spin-off was inevitable. That model had pioneered

the use of the ring radiator tweeter, the high-definition
Audio Technology mid driver and a new standard of bass
obtainable from the new pure-piston aluminium alloy
woofers from SEAS. These technologies were matched
by advances in crossover design and build, components,
internal wiring and cabinet resonance control.

As far as | can see the whole lot has turned up in the
Anniversario, at much less cost and seemingly achieved
by downsizing the woofer pairs from 260mm to 220mm
diameter while tuning the enclosure for a little less bass
extension. A claimed high sensitivity of 92dB/W has
been maintained. Noting the nominal 6ohm impedance,
and fairly tough amplifier and cable loading, the high
sensitivity could represent powerful mitigation for the
lower impedance loading, the latter now rather typical
of modern designs.

Structurally the complex enclosure is built of
individual web sections or staves, bonded and locked
together with a selected, resonance-damping polymeric
adhesive. Reminiscent of a lute shape the curved walls
endow this speaker's cabinet with great rigidity, pushing
panel resonance beyond the working range of the
tightly coupled bass drivers. Possible vibration coupling
effects from the mid driver are mitigated by the use of
a weighty, decoupled sub-enclosure for the mid-treble
section. This constitutes a speaker within a speaker.

The upper section of the driver baffie is leather
composition covered and employs ingenious yet stylish
contouring to help control diffraction. Smoother
on- and off-axis frequency responses are the result,
providing purer and more stable focus, as well as a more
consistent sound quality.

Built specifically for Sonus faber by ScanSpeak, this
version of the established ring
radiator tweeter has a double
contour face plate in rigid cast
alloy conferring improved phase
and frequency characteristics.

Seen in the Stradivari the
150mm Audiotechnology mid

RIGHT: Top-to-bottom
grille hides all four
drivers; steel-plate
stabilising base allows
speaker to be levelled
via adjustable spikes
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